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ResumEen

El presente estudio consistid en determinar la presencia del maltrato infantil y abuso sexual en el hogar en adolescentes
escolarizados con edades comprendidas entre 14 y 16 afios, matriculados a 2010 en colegios publicos de la de la
ciudad de Santa Marta. Los participantes fueron 229 jovenes. Las variables medidas fueron la edad, el tipo de maltrato
y el género. Los resultados indican que la tendencia al maltrato psicolégico fue de 29.3 %, de maltrato fisico 13.3%
y de abuso sexual de 32.3%. Con relacion al género se hallé que las mujeres han sido objeto en mayor porcentaje
de maltrato fisico y abuso sexual que los hombres y éstos han sido objeto de mayor maltrato psicolégico que las
mujeres; respecto a la edad los jévenes de 14 afios presentaron mayor porcentaje de maltrato y abuso que en los
otros rangos etarios. Se concluye que tres (3) de cada 10 estudiantes ha sido objeto de abuso sexual, tres ha sido
objeto de maltrato psicoldgico y uno de maltrato fisico. (DUAZARY 2011 No. 2, 262 - 269)
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SUMMARY

The present study was to determine the presence of child maltreatment and sexual abuse at home, concerning
schooling adolescents, aged between 14 and 16 years enrolled in public schools belonging to the city of Santa Marta.
Participants were 229 young persons. The variables were age, abuse and gender. The results point out: 29.3% for
psychological abuse, 32.3% for sexual abuse, and 13.3% for physical abuse. Concerning the gender it was detected
that women have been at a higher rate aim of physical mistreatment and sexual abuse than men, but on the other
hand men are aim of psychological abuse. With regard to age, young people of 14 years, revealed a higher percentage
of maltreatment than the elder ones. We conclude that three of each schooling boy has been object of sexual abuse;
three of them have been injured of psychological mistreatment and one of physical abuse.

Keywords: abuse, sexual abuse, maltreatment, gender, adolescents, schooling pupils.
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INTRODUCTION

buse can be defined as any type of injury
Aand physical or psychological abuse, neglect,

omission, neglect treatment, exploitation,
including sexual harassment and abuse, torture or other
means of abuse, of which most are caused through
parents or due to babysitting persons, because of non-
accidental intention. Therefore every day it becomes
a health public problem'2. In addition?, abuse hinders
the integraldevelopment of the child*s. International
institutions, such as OMS, OPS, and UNICEF declare
about the consequences related to children environment,
families and also local inhabitants®.

The diversity of thought and behavior of individuals, will
allow family problems, and a result of it, is domestic
abuse that affect directly the children who are victims
or eye witness of it. To this effect, child mistreatment?
it does exists since ancient times and just recently the
society has become conscious of it. During the last
decades of the past century gradually emerge answers
about cruelty and violence toward children, and taking
into account that laws on this matter were enacted all
over the world.

Some authors state that because of violent behavior that
children experience at home, in the future they will also
injure their own kids*. On this matter we determine
that children maltreatment can allow dangerous
consequences concerning the physical and psychological
development of a child, and due to these consequences,
we are able to detect the home maltreatment.

A few of the signs* that allow to detect children
maltreatment are their delayed development, big motive
problems, emotional deficit, lack of knowledge between
sadness and fury, language deficit associated to anxiety,
poor academic performance, cognitive difficulties, that
hold up the information process and besides social
problems.

The characteristics of mistreatment cause that the real
knowledge of its frequency is unknown, due to its
nature, and due to the fact that large numbers of cases
occur within the family and the fear of the complaint
determine the current lack of knowledge about the exact
number of cases” ¥.

As children maltreatment is a universal phenomenon
it is considered that its spread disclosure, learning and
education to the general population, are main strategies
that can raise awareness about the magnitude of this
problem. Therefore it is necessary to make known that
not only the physical trauma injures a child, but also
other types of abuse such as emotional, psychological
and neglect, which deteriorate the character of kid,
and this is the reason of identifying each one of the
indicators.

Furthermore, the lack of notification to the competent
authorities, through professionals, has also contributed
to the ignorance of reality, but now it is a duty to report
children’s maltreatment. The known cases would
be only a small part of the real cases (10% -20%)".
On the other hand, every year 200.000 children are
sexually abused in Colombia, according to the public
prosecutor’s office. But this problem not only concerns
the public prosecutor’s office, but also to international
organizations™. In accordance with some research made
in Colombia about child abuse, the number of victims is
very high, and an exact number of it is unknown, since
not everybody reports this social crime.

In Santa Marta according to data supplied by the House
of Justice, the complaints lodged before the family
commissioner concerning child abuse during the period
of January to December 2008 summed 64 cases. Now,
during the first semester of 2009 in the city of Santa
Marta were lodged 126 complaints of not defined sexual
acts. In fact, this figure is really alarming and worthy
of study®. In accordance with the ICBF (Colombian
Institute of Familiar Welfare) at the office attention
number 3 were lodged 18 victims of sexual abuse aged of
6 till 11 years, and 23 complaints related to victims of 12
till 18 years'. The CTI (Technical Body of Investigation)
informed that in the first semester of 2009 26 complaints
were lodged, and they all were related to sexual crimes
concerning kids of 14 years old. The research indicates
that 65% of the sexual crimes are perpetrated with
children of 14 years. The 94% related to females and
100% of the criminals are male. A 90% of the victims
are schooling children, and 64% of the criminals are
known by the victims, and on the other hand 11% of
the criminals have familiar relations with the victim.
Finally, 13% of the criminals have good relations with
the victim?.
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However, you may notice the discrepancy of the available
statistics in the city on the same problem, but also in
government agencies, that may can increase the real
information and due to the numbers of sexual crimes
that are not included in the official statistics'.

In the last four years, the Social Services of the
Community of Murcia (Spain) detected 150 cases of
child abuse and 2,500 were investigated on suspicion
of child mistreatment. The kind of maltreatment with
the highest incidence of sexual abuse is on the level
of 82.6%". In the United States three (3) million cases
are reported requesting child protection, 896,000
were detected as maltreatment and sexual abuse. It
is estimated that the rate of victimization is 12.3 per
100,000 inhabitants. From the reported cases were found
that 60% were due to neglect, 20%, due to physical,
and 10% due to sexual abuse, 7% due to emotional or
psychological mistreatment, 20% related to other kind
of maltreatments*,

The proof obtained through Mexican publications and
other Latin American countries suggests that a great
number of young fellows and young girls are victims
of domestic violence. The statistics points out that in
Latin-America and the Caribbean area an amount of
six millions of children suffer any sort of violence, and
every year eighty thousand kids die because of domestic
violence®.

Each day, the sexual abuse is more frequent and its
yearly implication in Spain is of 0.5 cases per 1000
children, and it occurs during the stage from 0 to 18 years
of one of each six male kids, and one of each four girls".
The sexual crime involves violation (to penetrate into
the vagina, the mouth or anus with the penis, finger or
any kind of object without the agreement of the person)
the oral genital contact, caress (to touch or to caress
the genitals of a person in order to get sexual contact
without penetration) and also child sexual exploitation®.
The purpose of this study was to determine the presence
of child maltreatment (physical and psychological)
and sexual abuse at home by schooling young people,
between 14 to 16 years old, registered during 2010 in
three public schools in Santa Marta.

MEeTHODOLOGY

The design used is the analytical transversal, and the
population was formed by 1450 schooling pupils,
between 14 and 16 years, registered during 2010 in three
public schools in Santa Marta.
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To choose the sample was determined to use the
stratified probability sampling, in order to maintain from
the population the characteristics that were sought to
fulfill the research. After applying the statistical formula
to decide the sample, 235 schooling pupils were invited,
but only 229 accepted to take part in the research.

From the group of 229 pupils, 23 were rejected, as their
answers were inconsistent or not studied thoroughly.

(See Table 1).

Table 1. Sample

Educational Institution | Population % Participation
1 158 69,00%
2 43 18,78%
3 28 12,23%
Total 229 100,00%

The former sample is represented through ages according
to the table 2.

Table 2. Sample per ages object of analysis

14 years 56 18 14 88
15 years 48 21 6 75
16 years 54 4 8 66

Total 158 43 28 229

The instrument used in this study was the ISPCAN,
created for the Screening of child abuse-version for
boys and girls (ICAST-C), survey for children exposed
to violence; Spanish version applicable to ages between
11 to 18 years .This instrument was promoted by
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the
International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse
and Neglect (ISPCAN). The instrument used consists
of 88 items.

This instrument has been recognized in more than 60
countries, under the direction of the United Nations
(ONU), so that it is in the process to be accepted as
the international instrument to measure the child
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maltreatment and sexual abuse. Likewise the validation of the instrument was made in the city of Santa Marta, using a
sample with the same characteristics, that took part in the present research, and obtaining a Cronbach’s Alpha f 0.83,

valid to be used in the present study.

The results are shown in the following graphics.

ResuLts

Graphic 1. Abstract of physical, psychological maltreatment and sexual abuse concerning schooling pupils under
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In this age group was found presence of psychological maltreatment, 30% of Psychological maltreatment, 126% of

physical maltreatment and 35% of sexual abuse.

Graphic 2. Psychological maltreatment, physical and sexual abuse in schooling pupils under 15 years.
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This graphic shows a presence of 29% of psychological maltreatment, 12% of physical maltreatment, 31% of sexual
abuse in the group under 15 years.

Graphic 3. Psycological maltreatment, physical and sexual abuse in schooling pupils under 16 years
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Schooling pupils under 16 years have shown suffering as follows: 29% of psychological maltreatment, 12% of physical
maltreatment and 31% of sexual abuse.
With regard to gender classification the result is shown in the graphic 4
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Graphic 4. Psychological and physical maltreatment and sexual abuse against female sex
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The present study found that among the women that were investigated, the 24 % revealed psychological maltreatment,
and 19% of them physical maltreatment and the other ones, i.e. 35% showed sexual abuse.

ARGUMENT

The present research points out a presence of 32% for sexual abuse, 29% for psychological maltreatment and 13% for
physical maltreatment. Thereupon, we conclude that three of each ten schooling pupils have been submitted to sexual
abuse at home, and the same number have suffered psychological maltreatment and one of each ten have suffered
physical maltreatment.

Taking into account the data obtained of the participants belonging this research, we found that it does exist both
physical and psychological maltreatment among young people of 14 till 16 years, which in fact is a 4 serious fact that
hinders the healthy psychological development, and not any other agent of social risk has so strong relation with the
psychopathology of the development such as the psychological and physical maltreatment. In addition it does exists a
closed relation between the different sort of maltreatment and the bio- psychological development of the child, as it is
showed in the researches made on this matter, which is developed in school problems, related both in cognitive and
social aspects.22-25 We also underline that suicidal feelings are have been demonstrated by some pupils schooling
submitted to4mistreatment.

The results are shockingrelated to sexual abuse shown as by the schooling pupils are object of the present research, so
that 32% of them have been submitted to it. This fact proves the results discovered by'” . We must take into account
that sexual abuse is related to problems of somatology, anxiety, hostility, fear, rejection, depression and distrust**%.
Others authors point out that it does exist a greater frequency of psycho-somatology problems and several deterioration
of sexual behavior among persons with antecedents of sexual abuse during childhood, while other authors assure still
more personality deterioration®* .

In short, we can establish that at home from the pupils subject of this research, sexual abuse was detected, and therefore
it is the duty of the institutions in charge of this problematic situation to take the appropriate measures to take care of
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it, and to look after the preventive steps in each of the
schools concerning this issue, so that the percentage of
maltreatment and abuse can be solved or reduce.

We must also take into consideration that the result
of the research depends on the social and economic
situation where the schooling pupils come from?*. It is
also verified that boys and girls living in extreme want
are always aim of maltreatment and abuse. This child
population is vulnerable on this respect.

On the other hand, we found in the present research a
difference concerning the results about gender. On this
respect, adolescent women are more sensitive to be aim
of physical maltreatment and sexual abuse, although the
statistics do not reveal a greatdifference, in fact 19% of
the women and 9% of the boys recognized to be subject
of sexual abuse®.

In regard to the age, we could determine that the
psychological, physical and sexual abuse occurred
among young people under 14 years, so that it reveals
that child population is more sensitive to be victim of
this sort of maltreatment.

On taking into consideration the maltreatments object of
the present research, we could observe that sexual abuse
has more prevalence (32.3%) next to psychological
maltreatment, showing 29.3% as result of the whole
sample of maltreatment and abuse. In accordance
with an author!, it is urgent to take measures to
avoid mistreatment, as the psychological traumatism
will appear during grown-up’s life. In the same case,
the authors express that child maltreatment growth
increasingly. Although the figures are not precise at all,
its presence is every time more evident.

It is recommended for future research to take into
consideration schooling pupils under minority of age
as maltreatment and sexual abuse occurs in our society
since childhood. On the other hand we advise to increase
the sample and to research in private schools, in order
to establish other social agents as part of this problem,
and in this way to be able to introduce prevention
programs. Besides these results can only be applied to
the sample concerning the population subject of this
research due to the inherent restrictions of the design
used for the research.

DUAZARY, DICIEMBRE DE 2011, Vol. 8 N° 2

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

REFERENCES

Kempe HC, Silverman NF, Steele BF, Droegemueller
W, Silver HK. The battered-child syndrome. JAMA.
1962; 181: 105-112.
Martinez R, De Paul J. Maltrato y abandono en la
infancia. Maltrato en la actualidad. Espana. Ed.
Martinez Roca 1993, pag.: 12-13
Ramirez C. Modelo Integrado de Evaluacién Clinica en
el Maltrato Infantil: Una Aproximacién Cognoscitiva-
Conductual. Acta Colombiana de Psicologia. 2002;
7: 61-8.
Ramirez C. Maltrato infantil panorama mundial,
trabajo presentado en la Universidad del Magdalena
conferencia, mayo 2008, Colombia.
Rodriguez M. El Maltrato Infantil: Un Problema de
Salud Publica. 2006
Loredo-Abdal A. Maltrato infantil: consideraciones
bdsicas para el diagndstico de las formas mds
preponderantes. Acta Pediatr Mex. 2008; 29(5):255-61
Bellinzona G, Decuadro M, Charczewski G, Rubio I.
Maltrato infantil y abuso sexual, “Andlisis retrospectivo
de las historias clinicas de nifios internados en el
Centro Hospitalario Pereira Rossell en el periodo
1/1998-12/2001”. 2005. Extraido el 25 de octubre de
2007 desde www.rmu.org.uy/revista/2005v1/art8.pdf.
Salas-Bahamoén L. Transmisién intergeneracional
de la violencia intrafamiliar: Evidencia para las
familias Colombianas. DOCUMENTO CEDE 2005-47.
Universidad de los Andes. 2005. Obtenido marzo 16
de 2008 desde
http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/src/inicio/ArtPdfRed.
jsp?iCve =169114671008
Sepulveda A. La Violencia de Género como causa de
Maltrato Infantil. Cuad Med Forense. 2006; 12(43-
44):149-64
De la Barra F, Rodriguez J, Alvarez P, Vergara A, Toledo
V. Maltrato infantil y juvenil en una comuna Santiago.
Parte I: estimacion de la prevalencia. Rev chilena de
pediatr,. 1998; 69(3): 126-131.
Santana R, Sdnchez R, Herrera E. El maltrato infantil:
un problema mundial. Cuernavaca. Rev Salud ptblica
Méx. 1998; 40(1). Extraido el 19 de septiembre de 2007
de http://www.scielosp.org/scielo.php?script = sci_ar
ttext&pid = S0036-36341998000100009
Casa de Justicia. Comisaria de Familia. Centro de
Atencién a Victimas de Violencia Intrafamiliar. Santa
Marta, Colombia 2010.
Boneth A. Instituto Colombiano de Bienestar Familiar:
estadistica centro zonal # 3, Santa Marta 2007.



Yuranis IsetH Henriauez Santova anp Jose AngeL CoRREDOR CORVACHO

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Fiscalia General de la Nacién. Cuerpo Técnico de
Investigacion. Centro de Observacién Delincuencial.
2009. Santa Marta, Colombia.

American Academy of Pediatrics.. Guidelines for the
evaluation of sexual abuse of children. Subject Review.
Pediatrics. 1999;3:186-190.

Lépez A. La Comunidad detecta 150 casos de
maltrato infantil en cuatro afios e investiga otros
2.430. Art El Mundo 2006. Extraido el 25 de mayo
de 2007 desde http://www.laverdad.es/murcia/
prensa/20070503/region_murcia/comunidad-detecta-
casos-maltrato_20070503.html -

Knaul F, Ramirez M. El Impacto de la Violencia
Intrafamiliar en la probabilidad de Violencia
Intergeneracional, la Progresién Escolar y el Mercado
Laboral en México.

Redondo C, Ortiz MR. Infancia Interrumpida. 2005.
Extraido el 12 de julio de 2008 desde

http// www.sccalp.org/boletin/191/
blopediatr2005_45_003-016.pdf.

Herndndez E. R. Pediatra y Terapeuta de la Conducta
Infantil. 2006. Extraido el 22 de septiembre de 2008
desde http://www.psicologia- online.com/infantil/
maltrato.shtml.

Henriquez, M. ;Cémo relacionarse con los hijos
adolescentes? Unidad de Adolescencia. Extraido el
25 de abril de 2009 desde http://74.125.47.132/
search?q=cache:KtJ311dLT_EJ:www.hrrio.cl/
temas %2520de %2520salud/adolescencia.pps + adol
escencia+de+14+a+16+a%C3%Blos&cd =5&hl
= es&ct = cInk&gl = co

Barnett D, Vondra 1J, Shonk MS. Self-perceptions,
motivation and school functioning of low-income
maltreated and comparison children. Child Abuse
Negl. 1996; 20: 395-410

De Paul J, Arruabarrena I. Behavior problems in school-
aged, physically abused and neglected children in
Spain. Child Abuse Negl. 1995; 19: 409-18

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Feldman R, Salzinger S, Alvarado L. Parent, teacher
and peer rating of physically abused and nonmaltreated
children’s behavior. J Abnorm Child Psychol. 1995;
23:317-34

Kurtz PD, Gaudin MJ, Wodarski SJ, Howing TP.
Maltreatment and the school-aged child: School
performance consequences. Child Abuse Negl.
1993;3:17,581-9

Lopez F, Carpintero E, Herndndez Y, Martin M, Fuertes
A. Prevalencia y consecuencias del abuso sexual al
menor en Espana. Child Abuse Negl. 1995; 19:1039-50
Sanders PK, Moisan PA, Wadlington S, Morgan
S, English K. Ethnic differences in psychological
functioning among black and latin sexually abused
girls. Child Abuse Negl. 1995;19: 691-06

Sanders B, Lausen EB. The measurement of
psychological maltreatment: Early data on the child
abuse and trauma scale. Child Abuse Negl. 1995;19:
315-23

Whiffen VE, Benazo RN. Discriminant validity of the
TSC-40 in an outpatient setting. Child Abuse Negl.
1997; 21:107-115

Irwin HJ. Traumatic childhood events percieved
availability of emotional support and the development
of dissociative tendencies. Child Abuse Negl. 1996;
20: 701-7

Valenzuela J, Herndndez GL, Sdnchez SJJ. Quejas
psicosomaticas y comportamiento de adolescentes en
funcion de abuso sexual en la nifiez. Arch Hispanoam
Sexol, 1995;1: 201-24

Gorita I. Informe anual. Fondo de las Naciones Unidas
para la Infancia. México, D.F.: UNICEF 1996; pag. 4-36
32. Intebi I. Abuso Sexual Infantil en las Mejores Familias.
2008. Extraido el 30 de mayo de 2009 desde http://books.
google.com.co/books?hl = es&lr = &id = g9 WXayBO-u4
C&oi = fnd&pg = PA11&dq = maltrato + infantil +y + ab
uso + sexual&ots = JerH_oVIWs&sig = 2aww5PkHYNsg
1QmsCBTZ7s4fVis#v = onepage&q = &f = false

Revista de la Facultad de Ciencias de la Salud




